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WELCOME MESSAGE

Our theme of "Unlocking Possibilities...You are Key" is more than just a phrase. - - -
It’s a reflection of what happens every time a student receives a scholarship,

walks into a classroom, or dares to dream a little bigger — a door is opened

because someone like you-believed in their potential.

At Vance-Granville Community College, we know that education is the foundation
of opportunity. But for many of our students, the path to that opportunity is filled
with challenges - cost of tuition, food insecurity, transportation issues, and
unexpected life emergencies. These are the “locks” our students face every day
that could easily derail their progress.

Every scholarship you fund, support offered to our students, every gift you give —
it’s not just a number. It's a name, a face, a story. It’s a key that unlocks not only
education, but confidence, stability, and a future filled with promise.

Sheri and | see students walk through our doors full of potential, sometimes
unsure of themselves, often facing significant challenges — and we watch them
grow, achieve, and believe in their future because someone like you made the
journey possible. Thank you for allowing us to turn those locks into open doors.

Remember you’re not just helping students pay for college — you’re helping
them believe in what’s possible. And that belief changes everything.

As we look toward a new year, our hope is that we’ll each reflect on the doors
that have been opened for us through the years and that we’ll genuinely look for
ways to open doors for those around us.

On behalf of our students, The VGCC Foundation Board of Directors, and the
entire VGCC family - thank you. Thank you for investing in potential, for unlocking
-~ .- opportunities, and for standing with us as we shape the next generation of

-+ ...... |leaders, dreamers, and doers.
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02

) 00000 oo
) 000000 o
X X XXX
) 00000 o o



.......

MATTHEW JAMES

“l am a senior in the Radiography program. | chose
Radiography because I've always wanted to make a
difference in patients' lives. | have worked in healthcare
since | was 18 and | have loved every minute of it. The
scholarship | received is not only financial assistance, but
also a significant step toward achieving my academic and
professional goals. Thank you to all the donors for your

support”

——

.| SUQUANA CHARLEY

o

“l am a single mother of one, a full-time community
health worker level 3 for an area non-profit organization,
and a full-time student working to attain my education in
Supply Chain Management. This education will ensure
that | have the skills necessary to continue to help my
community and make a difference in the world. Your

I”

support is invaluable to my success
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DALLAS HERRING
WINNER

The North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS) has named Vanguard Kyle Harris its 2025

Dallas Herring Student Achievement Award recipient. Harris is a current student in Vance-
Granville Community College’s Automotive Systems Technology program.

Harris served in the military when the US was attacked in September 2001 and was deployed to
Iraq in 2003. After his honorable discharge, Harris faced significant challenges, including PTSD,
addiction, homelessness, and incarceration. In the midst of these obstacles, he found support
from the Veterans Life Center in Butner. That was where Harris met outreach staff from Vance-
Granville. College staff regularly visit the center to offer veterans educational opportunities, and
they played a crucial role in helping Harris apply and enroll at VGCC.

“Enrolling in the Automotive [Systems] Technology associates’ program is where my redemption
story really began,” he noted. “I hope that my story reaches as many people as possible struggling
in addiction, to not only choose sobriety but to enroll in a community college.”

While Harris started without much automotive experience, his determination combined with the
mentorship of program head James Gibbs has allowed him to thrive. Now just a few credits away
from graduating, Harris has already begun a fulfilling career at Southeastern Specialty Vehicles.
He also actively supports fellow veterans by encouraging them to pursue education and
employment. His resilience and commitment make him a role model and a testament to the
transformative power of community colleges.

The NC Community College System honored Kyle Harris at an awards recognition dinner on April
3.

About the Dallas Herring Award
The Dallas Herring_Student Achievement Award is named after the late Dr. W. Dallas Herring,
whose transformative vision and tireless work culminated in what would become the NC

C Community College System. NCCCS bestows the award to current or former students who best

~ embody Dr. Herring’s philosophy of “taking people where they are and carrying them as far as
- they can go.” Out of the 58 nominees submitted from NCCCS member colleges annually, only one

. . . . . receives the Dallas Herring Student Achievement Award.
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https://www.vgcc.edu/program/automotive/
https://www.nccommunitycolleges.edu/about-us/system-office/awards/

Scholarships awarded in FY 2020-21: $179,317.25 R
Scholarships awarded in FY 2021-22: $184,552.48 B

Scholarships awarded in FY 2022-2023: $194,583.50 o
Scholarships awarded for FY 2023-2024: $251,875.00
Scholarships awarded for FY 2024-205: $257,650

CELEBRATING CONNECTION: AN AFTERNOON OF
GRATITUDE AND PROMISE

There are moments when the impact of generosity becomes more than a number on a page—it becomes
a handshake, a conversation, a shared story. The Annual Scholarship Luncheon is one of those moments.
Each year, this gathering brings together two groups whose lives are deeply connected, though they may
have never met: the donors who give and the students whose lives are forever changed because of that
giving. What unfolds is not just a program or a meal—it is something far more personal.

Around the room, conversations begin quietly. A donor meets the student they are supporting. A
handshake turns into a story. A story turns into understanding. Students speak about balancing
coursework with jobs, about long nights and early mornings, about the determination it takes to keep
going. Donors listen—not as sponsors, but as partners in a journey they helped make possible. In return,
donors share why they chose to give: a belief in education, a desire to give back, a hope that someone
else might have an opportunity they once received.

In these moments, the idea of a “scholarship” becomes something tangible. It is no longer simply financial
assistance—it is encouragement, belief, and a reminder that someone cares. The room fills with gratitude,
but it is not one-sided. Students express appreciation for the support that allows them to pursue their
goals. Donors, in turn, often leave inspired—moved by the resilience, ambition, and promise sitting across
the table from them. And, The VGCC Foundation gets to carry out this incredible journey with both our
donors and students. The luncheon becomes a celebration of more than academic achievement. It is a
celebration of possibility. Of community. Of what can happen when generosity meets determination.

For many, the most meaningful part of the day is not what is said at the podium, but what is shared across
the table: laughter, encouragement, and a genuine connection that extends far beyond the event itself.

As the luncheon comes to a close, there is a shared understanding in the room—this is not the end of a
transaction, but the beginning of something lasting. A relationship. A story still being written.

And at the heart of it all is a simple but powerful truth: when we invest in students, we invest in the future
—and when we come together to celebrate that investment, we are reminded of just how much is

possible.
(0]



where learning happens.

Classrooms where ideas take shape. Labs where hands-on skills are built. Centers where futures are forged.
In this new era of growth and progress, The VGCC Foundation is proud to offer a meaningful and highly
visible way for individuals, families, organizations, and corporate partners to make a lasting impact—
through naming opportunities.

Recently approved by the VGCC Board of Trustees, the College’s naming policy creates a powerful pathway
for donors to support not only students, but the very environments that make their success possible. While
scholarships provide access, naming gifts build the foundation.

These gifts are uniquely tangible. They can be seen, experienced, and remembered for generations. A
named space stands as a daily reminder to every student who walks through its doors that someone
believed in their potential.

Each naming gift tells a story—honoring a loved one, celebrating a family legacy, or demonstrating a
company’s commitment to workforce development and community growth. More importantly, it ensures
that VGCC continues to provide modern, high-quality, and accessible learning environments for years to
come.

With discussion taking place for the construction of the new Center for Advanced Manufacturing & Applied
Technology in Granville County and the Transportation Training & Technology Center in Warren County, the
opportunity to leave a visible legacy has never been greater. From entire buildings to classrooms, labs,
gardens, and gathering spaces, these naming opportunities offer a chance to be part of something
transformational.

In addition to new facilities, naming opportunities are also available across existing campuses, programs,
and learning environments—allowing donors at many levels to make a meaningful and lasting impression.

All named spaces will be recognized with thoughtfully designed plagues or inscriptions, creating a
permanent and prominent tribute to the generosity behind them.

All amounts have been established and approved by The VGCC Foundation Board.

A naming gift is more than recognition—it is a legacy you can see, a commitment you can walk through, and
an investment that shapes every student who learns within those walls.

For more information about naming opportunities, please contact The VGCC Foundation at
foundation@vgcc.edu or 252-738-3264.
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JULY

The Naming Policy was formally approved to provide a clear,
. consistent framework for recognizing philanthropic contributions
through naming opportunities. Establishing this policy ensures

# transparency, equity, and alignment with the institution’s mission

and values when honoring donors and their legacy.

AUGUST

A special fund was established to honor and remember the
sunshine that Sam Jefferson brought with him to work each day.
Sam’s sudden passing on April 14, 2024 left a profound void within
the VGCC community, as his presence, kindness, and spirit touched
so many. The VGCCF will annually recognize one employee at
Convocation with the “Live Like Sam Award.” This meaningful
recognition will celebrate an individual who reflects Sam’s
character and the joy he shared so freely.

SEPTEMBER

The Foundation honored Charlotte Harris of Oxford with the 2024
Distinguished Alumni Award at its annual Scholarship Awards
Luncheon which is held each September. Harris is a VGCC alumna
twice over, earning both a GED and an Associate in Nursing. She

ultimately went on to earn two additional college degrees,
including a master’s from Walden University.

08


https://www.vgcc.edu/ccr/
https://www.vgcc.edu/program/nursing/

OCTOBER

The 2nd Annual Fill the Pantry Craft Show brought together
approximately 40 vendors for a vibrant and community-centered
event focused on giving back. The event not only showcased local
talent but also highlighted the power of community support in
addressing food insecurity. Proceeds from the event, along with
donated items collected throughout the day, directly benefited the
food pantry.

NOVEMBER

The Stuff the Turkey Food Drive brought campuses together in a
spirited effort to combat hunger and support students in need.
Turkeys were placed at each campus, creating a fun and friendly
competition to see which location could collect the most donations.
In total, 329 items were gathered to help stock the food pantry.
South Campus emerged as the winner, collecting an impressive 124
items and earning the coveted Golden Gobbler Award.

DECEMBER

The Triangle North Healthcare Foundation continued its partnership
with Vance-Granville Community College by presenting a $25,000
donation to create a “Presidential Scholar Award”-level scholarship
for VGCC students. As a result of this donation to the VGCC
Foundation, a $1,250 scholarship will be awarded to a student each
year, beginning with the Fall 2025 semester. This is the fifth
scholarship that the Triangle North Healthcare Foundation has
established at VGCC to support a well-educated healthcare

workforce. 09




JANUARY

TThe Foundation Board Retreat set the tone for a strong and
focused new year, bringing members together for meaningful
discussion, strategic alignment, and continued development.
Through conversations on VGCC personas, the college’s strategic
plan, and enhanced resource and donor support efforts, the board
deepened its understanding of the communities we serve and our
shared mission. Energized and aligned, the Foundation Board is
ready to move forward with purpose in the year ahead.

FEBRUARY

To further address food insecurity, freezers have been installed at
all campuses, expanding access to nutritious, ready-to-eat options
for students in need. The Feed VGCC Minds initiative is
strengthened through a partnership with VGCC Culinary students,
who prepare meals for distribution—providing both practical
learning experiences and meaningful community support.
Through this collaboration, students are able to apply their skills
in a real-world setting while giving back to their peers.

MARCH

The VGCC Food Pantry was successfully relocated to Building 9,
creating a more accessible and welcoming environment for
students. The new space offers a “general store” shopping
experience, allowing individuals to browse and select items in a
way that preserves dignity and promotes choice. The expanded
space enhances both accessibility and efficiency in serving
students. Special thanks to Plant Operations for their vision and
support in bringing this transformation to life.
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THEYEARINREVIEW

APRIL

The 2nd Annual “Be the Light in a Student’s Life” Wine Tasting
Gala, held at High Rock Farms, was a memorable evening
dedicated to supporting students when they need it most. Guests
enjoyed a delightful night of wine, fellowship, and community
while coming together in support of VGCC.

The event raised over $13,000 to benefit student-focused
initiatives, reflecting the generosity and commitment of attendees
and supporters.

MAY

The 41st Annual Golf Tournament, held in partnership with
Granville Health System, brought together supporters for a great
cause—benefiting student scholarships and emergency assistance.
Despite a monsoon-like start on the first day, golfers returned on
Tuesday to much-improved weather and an enjoyable day on the
course. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, sponsors, and

participants, the tournament raised over $40,000.

JUNE

The recent awning installation enhances both the appearance and
functionality of the Foundation Office entrance. In addition to
adding aesthetic appeal, the awning provides clear direction and
visibility, making it easier for visitors to locate the office.

Special thanks to Glen Raven and gwac4us for their support and
contribution to this improvement, helping create a more
welcoming and accessible environment for all.

11




- VANGUARD VISIONARY ($10,000+)

Duke Energy Foundation
Granville Health System
Guild Gift Gallery Inc., Maria Parham
Health
Robert P. Holding Foundation
Sylvia and William Solari
Dan and Susan Sullivan
Triangle North Healthcare Foundation

United Therapeutics
Samuel Watkins, IlI

Total: $171,750

OUR DONORS

VANGUARD VIP ($9,999 - $5,000))

Altec Industries, Inc.
CertainTeed LLC
Redding Family Foundation
Variety Wholesalers, Inc.

Total: $24,435

Nece.

VANGUARD VICTOR ($4,999 - $1,000))

Ardagh Glass
CaptiveAire
Carolina Commonwealth Forest Services
Carolina United for Change
Charles Boyd Chevrolet-Cadillac-GMC
Rachel Desmarais
East Coast Drilling & Blasting
First Citizens Investor Services
Food Lion - Foundation for the Carolinas
Sandy Gabel
Garrett's Garage Doors, Inc.

Glen Raven Custom Fabrics
Institutional Interiors, Inc.
Thomas Koinis
N. Annette P. Myers
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National Mary Potter Club
NC Community Colleges Foundation
Marsha J. Nelson
Oxford Preparatory School
Quality Counts Mechanical Services
Robco Manufacturing, Inc.
SC Ventures LLC
Swipe Out Hunger
Tony Woodlief Insurance Services
Triangle Avionics
Universal Leaf Foundation
Universal Leaf North America
VGCC Faculty Staff
Wester Realty & Insurance Agency

Total: $59,710



OUR DONORS - CONT’

Emily Abbott
Adam McConnell
Jennifer Adcock
Advanced Systems & Integration, LLC
Aircraftmerchants LLC
Sherri Alston
Dorothy Anderson
Andrea McDaniel
Keri Askew
Bail Bonds by Kendra LLC
Maria Bailey
Spence Bailey
Melissa B. Baity
Christiana Bamigbade
Barnett Real Properties, Inc.
Sarah H. Baskerville
Timothy Bates
Andrew Beal
Daniel Bender
Nikhil Bhattacharya
Suzanne G. Blackwell
Anthony Blair
Diane Blalock
Brandy L. Bowling
Thea Boyer
Lindsey Brooks
Miranda Brown
David Bullock
Michele Burgess
Kyle Burwell
Carlos Hernandez-Cruz
Kriste Causey
Ingrid Charles
Margaret Chaves-Smith

VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

Chilly Dippers of CCA
Courtney Cissel
Rita B. Clark
Betty Clarke
Emily Coburn
Fredesvinda Colindres
William and Ann Collins
Nakim Cook
James W. Crawford
Jennifer Creech
Jennifer Culbreth
Renee Currin
Elvin Curtis
Willie S. Darby
Natasha Davis
Robert Davis
Yamika Dawes
Marque Debnam
LGEIENE
Antoinette Dickens
Maggie Dickerson

Donn & Kathy Johnston Family Charitable Fund

Angela Douglas
Duke Energy
Lora Durham

Durham Regional Association of Realtors

Blondelle Edgerton
Jerry E. Edmonds
Judith and Richard Ela
Richard Ellington
Lauren Elliott
Meredith Elliott
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OUR DONORS - CONT’

LR VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

Englebrights Welding, LLC
Tia Evans
Toney O. Falkner
Eddie E. Ferguson
First United Methodist Church
Robinette Fischer
Erin Folz
Willie Mae Foster-Hill
Clay and Billie Frazier
Melanie Frazier
Frazier & Frazier Partnership
Keith Galloway
Hollie Garrett
Samantha Giguere
Joshua Glasscock
Faye Goode
Steven Graham
Serena Green
Julia Haithcock
Carl Hann
Ethel Hardy
Geraldine Hardy
Stephanie Harp
Kimberly Harris
George Harvin
Betsy Henderson
Willie Henderson
Henderson Business & Professional Women Club
Thomas S. Hester
Julie Hicks
HighRock Events
Brenda Hill
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Major General Henry M. and Carolyn Hobgood

Dorwin Howard
Harriet and George Hoyle
Faith M. Hudgins
Huff Consulting, LLC
Diane Hunt
John Hunter
Andrea Hyson
Country Knolls Realty Inc
Alyceia J. Spriggs Jackson
Lisa Jacobs

Patricia and Robert H. Jenkins

Kelsey Jobe
Frederick Salvatore Johnson
Dafney Jones
Heather Jones
Sheri Jones
Taylor Jones
Vanessa Jones
Charlene C. Keeton
James Kelley
Leo Kelly
Phillip Kirk
Crawford A. Knott
Jenny Koinis
Linda Lawson
Amanda Layton
Kathy J and Roy Lee ARP
Lova Lewis
Priscilla Lewis
Joanna Liguz
Jenny Luffman



OUR DONORS - CONT’

LR VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

Stewart Lyon
Tracy Madigan
Margaret Wells Family Trust
Lee Martin
Mast Drug Co
Joyce and Eugene Matthews
Mary McMannen
Harry Mills
Mosley Plumbing Company
Jasmine Mulchi
Jeff Munn
Jeff Myers
Nella Roo's Boutique
Annie Nesbitt
Network Supply
Next NC Mktg Grant
Irene Nichols
Chris Nicholson
Kevin and Sandy Nickerson
North Carolina Farm Bureau
Guillermo Nurse
Aahkiyaah Leveille Olawumi
Oxford Ace Hardware, Inc.
Palziv North America, Inc.
Nancy Parrish
Allison Pegram
April Perkinson
Carolyn Perry

Phillips, Dorsey, Thomas, Waters & Brafford, P.A.

Donnie Pickett
Veta Pierce-Cappetta

Plane Design (Bluroc, inc. DBA)

Sue Powell

Helen Preston
Prim Resdiential Rentals, Inc.
Tamarsha Quick
Quick Print
Penny Ray
Vivian Reed
Jacqueline Richardson
Ashley Roberson
Nikita Rodebaugh
Lisa Rodwell
Juanita Rogers
Ferdinand Rouse
Gail Ruby
Bonny Russell
Brian Sanders
Bobby Scott
Bryan Sepich
Kim Sepich
Angela Simmons
Jean Skinner
Ricky Small
B J (Marty) Smith
Rita Smith
Jason Snelling
Jonathan Sparks
Wesley Spells
Kelly Stanley
Donna Stearns
Deanna Stegall
Elaine Stem
Jason and Missy Stewardson
Bryan Stovall
Sabine Stovall
Don and Lynette Street



OUR DONORS - CONTD

VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

Strong Arm Baking Company
Strong Insurance Solutions, Inc.
Marshall Tanner
Archie Taylor
Tegarris Associates Realty, Inc.
Tabata Tejada
Toni Terry
Christal Thomas
Randall Thornton
Stephanie Tolbert
Sherri Toney
Elizabeth Underwood
Vance Construction Company
Vance County Farm Bureau
Vance-Warren Ministers' Wives & Widows
Joy Vannozzi
Amber Varner
Wake Electric
Vickie S. Watkins
Tanya Weary
Linda B. Weaver
William Weaver

THE

IMPACT

TOTAL RAISED

~$298,842

LARGEST GIFT

SMALLEST GIFT
~$1.00

Abbie Welsh
Todd Wemyss
Sara Wester
Cecilia Wheeler
Libby White
Haley Williams
Michael Williford
Williford & Frazier Partnership
Fred Wilson
Kenneth Wilson
Winston International, LTD.
lan Wolf
Ashlyn Woodlief
Debra B. Woodlief
Anna and Talmadge Woods
Jane Woodside
Xavier Wortham
Martha Wrenn
Steve Wright
Virginia Yancey
Elizabeth Young

Total: $42,947

Gev/

~$76,800

TOTAL DONORS
~28]
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Dr. Rachel M. Desmarais, Chair Harry Mills

Annette P. Myers, Vice-Chair Sabine Stovall
Steven Graham, Treasurer Marshall Tanner
Sarah Baskerville Elizabeth Townsend
Michele Burgess Todd Wemyss
James W. Crawford, Jr. Xavier L. Wortham
Melissa Elliott Tanya Weary, Executive Director
Sandy Gable Sheri Jones, Associate Director
Leo Kelly, Jr.

HIGHLIGHTS

Fredesvinda Colindres, Grants Administrator Assistant
was recognized as a graduate of the Community
College Leadership  Program, a distinguished
professional development initiative designed to
strengthen leadership within the community college
system.

This program is offered through a partnership with NC
== State University’s College of Education and the Belk
: Y- Center for Community College Leadership & Research.
Through this experience, participants gain valuable
insight, skills, and strategies to enhance their
leadership capacity and better serve their institutions
and communities.

This achievement reflects a strong commitment to
professional growth and continued excellence in
advancing the mission of VGCC.
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CHANGINGLIVES

ONE STUDENT AT A TIME  -.........

----------
..........
..........

CONTACT

200 Community College Road
Henderson, NC 27537

e 252-738-3264

@ foundation@vgcc.edu

www.vgcc.edu G IVI N G

Please consider supporting
VGCCEF if you're able!

Scan to make your secure
donation online today.
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