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When light is present, the darkness doesn’t feel so powerful
anymore. More light, scattered in different areas around a room
diffuses the effect of the darkness.  When we help our students,
whether we’re a donor, volunteer, faculty or staff, we are like
lights scattered around a room.

We are hope.
We are encouragement.
We are understanding.
We are revelation – all synonyms of light.

Light creates rainbows after storms, beacons that guide lost
ships, and sparks that ignite curiosity.

We have this same impact on our students in various ways – by
showing kindness through an encouraging word or a smile, by 

WELCOME
Being in the dark is usually not a good feeling. It often brings feelings of uncertainty, fear,
and a feeling of panic. We feel a lack of control, fear of the unknown, and fear of what
we can’t see.

Darkness is defined as a lack of illumination or an absence of visible light. Without it, we
can’t see what direction we need to go or what’s going on around us. But, when just a small 
amount of light is shined into that darkness, not only is our way illuminated, but that light
is spread to those around us. We gravitate towards the sources of light in that darkness
and our feelings of fear and panic begin to ease. The more light in the room, the easier it
is to see, to navigate around the room and to find our way.

offering a helping hand when they don’t
know where to go or what kind of help
is available, and by giving to those
resources that are in place to assist our
students with various needs. 

That is why we chose to make our
theme for this year: “Be the Light in a
Student’s Life”. Each light in a dark 

room makes a difference, and each of us, no matter how big or
small our light is, makes a difference in the lives of our students
and our college. We hope that as we begin a new year, we will
all strive to be a light for our students, for each other, and for
the communities we serve.
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Anabel Carrillo is a 27 year old veteran and single mother.  She graduated in May
from our Radiography program.  She explained that she decided to end her
enlistment as a U.S. Soldier to pursue a career as an x-ray tech. As a mom and a
first-generation college graduate in her family, it has been very important to her to
make use of all available resources.  During Fall 2023/Spring 2024 Academic
Year, Ms. Carrillo  received the Sam Watkins, Jr. Presidential Excellence
Scholarship.  Carrillo said, “This opportunity has allowed me to focus on
completing my degree so that I can provide a better life for my family and me.  It is
my desire to give back to the veteran community as my career progresses and to
work with veterans or other armed forces personnel.  I am grateful for my time at
VGCC, the generosity of the many scholarship donors, and the faculty and staff
that show genuine care for students.”  Ms. Carrillo shared her touching story at the
Scholarship Awards Luncheon held in September 2023.

THE VGCC FOUNDATION
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STUDENT SUPPORT
MATTERS

Tameka Holden (sister) and Carrie Cheek (mother), both of Henderson, have
established two annual scholarships at VGCC in memory of their loved one, David
Lee Chavis Jr. The need-based scholarships awarded $1,100 to two deserving
students in the College’s CDL (commercial driver’s license) program.

Chavis, affectionately called “DJ” by those who knew him, built a successful
career as a commercial truck driver in recent years. A Vance County native, Chavis
had once lived a very different life—but hard work, renewed vision, and a
commercial driver’s license provided him with a fresh start and an honest means
of supporting his family. Chavis tragically lost his life to gun violence in March
2023.

Holden witnessed firsthand how her brother’s whole life transformed when he
began his driving career and started his own business, TYM Trucking. From her
perspective, creating a scholarship that can free others from a cycle of poverty
and crime is the perfect way to honor his legacy and demonstrate her personal
motto: Reach one, teach one.

If these scholarships prevent another family from experiencing the loss hers did,
Holden considers the effort it took to establish them worthwhile. “The streets
don’t love you,” she stressed. “They only take you away from the people that do.”

THE ROAD TO SUCCESS
The VGCC Foundation awarded the two CDL

scholarships in January 2024. The contribution
represents grassroots fundraising efforts from

family, friends, and neighbors. VGCCF has set up
an ongoing fund for the David Lee Chavis Jr.

Memorial CDL Annual Scholarship so donors can
continue to support future CDL students.
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Pictured L to R:  Front Row:  Claire Catherwood, Judy Campbell, Betty Abbott, Charlotte
Ayscue.  2nd & 3rd Rows:  Gail Malone, Sylvia Edwards, Hazel Ramsey, Jean Norwood, Cathy
Dillard, Lou Renn, Stephanie Stringer, James Ayscue, Beverly Parrish, Donna Fowlkes,
Shaaron Reynolds, Brenda Adams, Pat Ayscue, Jimmie Ayscue, Carolyn Bush.
Not Pictured:  Fern Ellington, Carol Pegram, Ralph Hutchins, John Norwood

6

THE VGCC FOUNDATION

Maria Parham’s Guild Gift Gallery carries a rich tradition of generous
support for VGCC and education. The volunteer-operated organization
offers fresh flowers, fine gifts, greeting cards, snacks and much more as a
service to both patients and visitors to the hospital. Each of the volunteers
is passionate about their efforts and are always a pleasure to work with!
Profits from store sales are used to provide scholarships to individuals
preparing to enter various healthcare professions. The group has
contributed over $435,000 to VGCC through the years resulting in 15
endowed scholarships assisting deserving students in programs such as
Nursing, Radiography, Medical Assisting, Medial Office Technology and
Pharmacy Technology.

The Vance-Granville Community College Foundation is extremely grateful
for the ongoing support of the Guild Gift Gallery as they make a significant
difference in our community by supporting students in their pursuit of
rewarding healthcare related careers.

MAKING AN IMPACT
Maria Parham Guild Gift Gallery
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SCHOLARSHIPS
REPORT

Scholarships awarded in FY 2020-21: $179,317.25

Scholarships awarded in FY 2021-22: $184,552.48

Scholarships awarded in FY 2022-2023: $194,583.50

Scholarships awarded for FY 2023-2024: $251,875.00

THE VGCC FOUNDATION

TOTAL ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIPS:

322
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JULY
The VGCC Scholarship Committee begins
awarding scholarships to students based off
qualifications and/or need.  The VGCC
Foundation awards over 300 endowments for
scholarships to full-time students — awarding
more endowed scholarships than any program
of its kind in North Carolina. Scholarships have
been endowed by numerous individuals,
industries, businesses, civic groups, churches,
and the College’s faculty and staff. 

AUGUST
Each August, The Foundation Team kicks off
the annual employee giving campaign.  The
campaign runs for 6 weeks and is promoted
across all campuses.  Local businesses and
individuals donate prizes to be used as
incentives.  This year nearly half of all VGCC
employees contributed.  They pledged over
$16,100.00
f. 

SEPTEMBER
The VGCC Foundation honored Dr. Priscilla
Chavis-Lockley of Creedmoor with its 2023
Distinguished Alumni Award during its annual
scholarship awards luncheon sponsored by
CertainTeed.  Chavis-Lockley is a VGCC
alumna twice over, holding both an Early
Childhood Education degree and an Associate
in Arts. She ultimately went on to earn five
additional college degrees, including a
doctorate from NC State University.The annual
scholarship awards luncheon is held the 4th
Thursday in September.  

8
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NOVEMBER
The VGCC Team brought home $40,000 after
winning in the National Association for
Community College Entrepreneurship (NACCE)
Pitch for the Skilled Trades competition,
sponsored by the Philip E. & Carole R. Ratcliffe
Foundation. This team has a history of
successes in NACCE’s pitch contests. At the
2022 conference, teams from Vance-Granville
won $60,000 in funding across two
competitions.  That’s a total of $100,000 in the
span of one year.

OCTOBER
The VGCC Foundation hosted its first Fill the
Pantry Craft Show Fundraiser on Saturday, October
14 at the College’s Civic Center in Henderson. All
proceeds from the event helped  fill the shelves of
the VGCC Food Pantry, which serves currently
enrolled students. Cost of admission was  three (3)
canned goods, nonperishable food items, or paper
goods at the door.

DECEMBER
The VGCC Foundation held its first ever Festival
of Trees Online Auction.  Five trees were
decorated with a unique theme.  The proceeds
from this event benefited students in need, from
scholarships to emergency assistance and more. 

9
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JANUARY
CaptiveAire donated student supply kits that
provide vital learning gear such as tool bags,
manifold gauge sets, multimeters, safety
glasses, and gloves. Students in VGCC's
HVAC program are eligible to apply for one of
the supply kits through a simple application
process. This support was so timely as the
semester begins in January.   Many thanks to
CaptiveAire!

FEBRUARY
The VGCC Foundation held a SOUPER BOWL
food drive encouraging friendly competition
among VGCC’s four campuses.  The VGCC
Foundation presented the “SOUPER BOWL”
ring to South Campus for collecting the most
items for the VGCC Food Pantry.  The
generous contributions will help us continue to
tackle food insecurity.

MARCH 
The VGCC Foundation and Grants Team
moved into their new space on VGCC’s
Henderson Campus.  They are now located on
the first floor of Building 9 (Civic Center),
overlooking the beautiful VGCC lake.    

10
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APRIL 
The VGCC Foundation hosted a Wine & Beer Tasting
Gala and Silent Auction at beautiful HighRock Farms
in Oxford, the first event of its kind for the
organization. Titled “Be the Light In a Student’s Life,”
the event served to benefit students facing
unforeseen financial crises. Unexpected burdens can
easily derail some of our students—but by having a
stocked food pantry, emergency assistance options,
and transportation vouchers, The VGCC Foundation
stands ready to meet students’ basic needs and
steps in when the unexpected threatens their
academic progress.  

MAY
Vance-Granville Community College celebrated 40
years of golf in May.  Bob Hubbard was recognized
for his foresight in starting the tournament 40 years
ago.  This tournament provides crucial resources to
fund student scholarships and support the greater
mission of the college. Enhancing and expanding
need-based aid promotes successful outcomes for
all learners, setting them up for a brighter future. The
tournament is held the first Monday and Tuesday in
May.  

JUNE
Something new sprung up at the VGCC Henderson
campus during the summer.  The VGCC Foundation
introduced a new vegetable garden this year, which
provided fresh produce to supplement the
nonperishable items on our food pantry shelves.
Under the diligent care of Food Pantry Assistant
Angie Douglas, the garden saw a bountiful harvest
of tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots, greens, and more.
The addition of pollinator flowers did a beautiful job
of attracting butterflies and bees to the space. This
endeavor was made possible with the support of
Swipe Out Hunger.  

11
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T h e  V G C C  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  o u r  d o n o r s ,  a t  e v e r y  l e v e l ,  f o r  t h e i r
g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t .   T h i s  l i s t  r e c o g n i z e s  c u m u l a t i v e  g i f t s  r e c e i v e d  b e t w e e n  J u l y
1 ,  2 0 2 3  a n d  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 2 4 .   E v e r y  e f f o r t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  e n s u r e  a c c u r a c y .   
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S VANGUARD VISIONARY ($10,000+)

CaptiveAire
Duke Energy Foundation

Lynn Goswick
Robert P. Holding Foundation

Guild Gift Gallery Inc. Maria Parham
Hospital

Novozymes North America, Inc.
Sylvia & William Solari
Dan and Susan Sullivan

Total: $114,492

VANGUARD VIP ($9,999 - $5,000))

Altec Industries, Inc.
Talmadge R. Burgess

CertainTeed LLC
KARTS - Kerr Area Rural Transit System

Redding Family Foundation
Swipe Out Hunger
Linda B. Weaver

Total: $38,160

VANGUARD VICTOR ($4,999 - $1,000))

Carolina Sunrock LLC
Carolina Commonwealth Forest

Products, LLC
Charles Boyd Chevrolet-Cadillac-Buick-

GMC, Inc.
Durham Coca-Cola Bottling Company

Rachel Desmarais
Food Lion - Foundation for the Carolinas

First Citizens Investor Services
Garrett’s Garage Doors Inc

Glen Raven Custom Fabrics LLC
Christopher Greco

Granville Health System

Institutional Interiors, Inc.
Thomas Koinis

Mary Potter Club
N. Annette P. Myers

Steve L. McRavin
Mountain Creek Baptist Church
Oxford Preparatory School, Inc.

Palziv North America, Inc.
Prim Resdiential Rentals, Inc.

Universal Leaf North America U.S., Inc.
Variety Wholesalers, Inc.

Samuel Watkins, III
Wester Realty & Insurance Agency, Inc.

Total: $48,060
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VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

A. Force Enterprises, Inc.
Emily Abbott

Emily L. Adcock
William Adkins
Jennifer Allen

Tori Allen
Todd Allred

Gloria Alston
Sherri Alston

Valetter Rene Alston-Thompson
Michelle Armendariz

Cynthia Bailey
Maria Bailey

Spence Bailey
Andrew Beal

Melissa B. Baity
Mary Lynn Baldwin

Christiana Bamigbade
Barnett Real Properties, Inc.

Sarah H. Baskerville
Timothy Bates
Kirk & Jean Bell

Sara Bell
Daniel Bender

Nikhil Bhattacharya
Anthony Blair
Diane Blalock

Brandy L. Bowling
Glen Boyd

Alice Braswell
Ellain Brooks

Jennifer Buffington
David Bullock
Reba Bullock

Michele Burgess
Susie Burroughs

Kyle Burwell
Kim Cagney

Christopher Canrobert
Jeanne Palmer Capstaff

Julie Carter
Cornelius Cathcart

Kriste Causey
Margaret Chaves-Smith

Larhoda F. Chavis
Carrie Holden Cheek

Courtney Cissel
Shannon Clark
Betty Clarke

Donna A. Clayton
Emily Coburn
Bryan Cohn

Terry Coleman
Fredesvinda Colindres

Jennifer Congleton
Jennifer Coplin
Ramona Cox

Jennifer Creech
Chris Crunk

Catherine Currin
Benjamin M. Currin

Deborah Curtis
Elvin Curtis

Sarah Dailey
Dennis Daniels

Davis Royster Funeral Services
Jamie Davis
Jennie Davis

Natasha Davis
Yamika Dawes

Marque Debnam
Tina Dekle

John Desmarais
Antoinette Dickens
Maggie Dickerson

Ben Dieter
Cathy Dixon
Jason Dixon

Durham Regional Ass. of Realtors
Lora Durham

Blondelle Edgerton
Jerry E. Edmonds

Ellington Body Shop
Lauren Elliott

Englebrights Welding, LLC
Tina Englebright

James Epps
Michelle Evans
Sidney Evans

Toney O. Falkner
Delton Farmer

Susan S. Faulkner
First Baptist Church Henderson
First United Methodist Church

Robinette Fischer
Linda Fletcher

Erin Folz
Willie Mae Foster-Hill

Frazier & Frazier Partnership
Bill Frazier

Williford Frazier
Linda Galaviz

Keith Galloway
Hollie Garrett
Betsy Gibbs

James Gibbs, Jr.
Kayla Gilleland

Faye Goode
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Steven Graham
Joann Green

Serena Greene
Kayla Griffin

Greystone Concrete Products, Inc.
Peyton Grissom
Mayor Guillermo
Jermiel Hargrove
Stephanie Harp

Douglas W. Harris
Terri Hedrick

Henderson B&PW Club
Betsy Henderson

HERDI
Carlos Hernandez-Cruz

Thomas S. Hester
Julie Hicks
Kecha Hill

Beth Hollister
Ruth Holton

John M. Hoppe
Dorwin Howard

Lina Howe
Faith M. Hudgins

Huff Consulting, LLC
Richard Hunter
Leslie Hurt, Jr.
Andrea Hyson

International Paper
J.M. White Funeral Services Inc.

Kelsey Jobe
Courtney Johnson

Joe Johnson
Peter Johnson
Dafney Jones
Denise Jones

VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

Heather Jones
Jennifer L. Jones
Jennifer Jones
Kaitlyn Jones
Sheri Jones

Terry Journigan
Mercedes Kamoru
Charlene C. Keeton

Cindy Keeton
Kilian Engineering Inc

Crawford A. Knott
Donna Kraft
Kathy Ktul

Lake Gaston Computer Club
Amanda Layton
Priscilla Lewis
Jenny Luffman
Stewart Lyon

Celecia Manning
Willie and Margie Marrow

Lee Martin
Vicky Martin

Mast Drug Co
Tyler Matthews

Wanda Matthews
Andrea McDaniel
Michele McLeod
Mary McMannen

Mosley Plumbing Company Inc
Nella Roo’s Boutique

New Beginning Pre-School, Inc.
Annette Newbern

Newton & Frazier Partnership
Mike Newton

Jeri North
James Nutt

Leola Oakley
Tashika Oleros

Katie Oliver
Oxford Ace Hardware, Inc.

Andrew Pais
Candy Parker
Chris Pearce

April Perkinson
Carolyn Perry

Phillips, Dorsey, Thomas, Waters &
Brafford, P.A.
Daune Phillips

Veta Pierce-Cappetta
Dee Pinnell

Plastic Ingenuity, Inc.
Kristie Polk

Stuart Powell
Helen Preston

Marion Pritchett
Norma Pulley

Kimberly Pulliam
Quick Print

Tamarsha Quick
Copper Rain
Penny Ray

Riggs-Harrod Builders, Inc.
Cindy Robinson

Tyrone Robinson
Lisa Rodwell

Juanita Rogers
Ryan Rowland
Anne Royster
Bonny Russell

Sally Beauty of Wake Forest
Brian Sanders
Rolsia Saxton
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VANGUARD VENTURE (<$999)

Angela Scott
 Bryan Scott
Bryan Sepich
Kim Sepich

 Lyndsey Sharpe 
Paul Shelton 

Angela Simmons 
B J (Marty) Smith 

Brenda Smith 
Patsy Smith 
Vivian Smith 

Jason Snelling 
Timothy Sobolak
Jonathan Sparks
 James K. Speed 
Alyceia Spriggs
 Donna Stearns
 Deanna Stegall 

Elaine Stem 
Rebecca L. Stewart

Lizzie Stovall
 Nancy Stovall 
Sabine Stovall

Strong Arm Baking Company
Strong Insurance Solutions, Inc. 

Audrey Taylor
Tina Terry
Toni Terry

The Hub on Main
Christal Thomas
Randall Thornton

Robert and Rita Tingen
Stephanie Tolbert
Kevin P. Tompkins

Tony Woodlief Insurance Services Inc. 
Elizabeth Townsend

Liz Underwood
Vance Charter School

Carlos Velez
Wake Electric
Nina Walley

Bobbie Walton
Vickie S. Watkins

Tanya Weary
William Weaver
Margaret Wells

Abbie Welsh
Sara Wester

Cecilia Wheeler
Whitco Termite and Pest Control

Betty O. White
Laureen Wilkins

William L. Stark and Company Haley
Williams

Stelfanie Williams
Michael Williford
Kenneth Wilson
Jane Woodside

Woodland Garden Club Anthony
Woodlief

Xavier Wortham
Steve Wright

Ken Yoder
Elissa Yount

Queen Precious-Jewel Zabriskie

Total: $48,410

TOTAL RAISED

LARGEST GIFT

SMALLEST GIFT
~$249,122

IMPACT
THE

TOTAL DONORS

~$1.00

~$63,000 ~320
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CHANGING THECYCLE
The VGCC Foundation is helping Change the
Cycle…Period. In an effort to combat period
poverty, The Foundation was awarded a grant
from the Duke Energy Foundation to install 31
feminine product dispensers offering free
menstrual products within facilities throughout our
four campuses. In addition, the Faculty Staff
Council awarded The Foundation a grant to help
purchase products to fill these dispensers.
Inadequate access to these products can lead to
decreased class attendance and even anxiety and
depression. All students deserve to learn, thrive
and feel supported during their tenure at VGCC.
This endeavor could not have been made possible
without the assistance of Angie Douglas branding
the dispensers and to Plant Operations for
installing them.
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FOOD PANTRY

27,000 MEALS

4,100 PATRONS

1,240 HOUSEHOLDS

The 2023-2024 fiscal year was exciting
for the VGCC Food Pantry. We rose  to
the challenge of being able to
produce, preserve, provide and
maintain food for our students and
staff who have experienced food
insecurity. This was made possible
with grants awarded from Swipe Out
Hunger, Food Lion and an eager to
help VGCC staff.

Those grants allowed us to grow a
small container garden that
produced fresh vegetables and herbs
during the growing season. Those
vegetables were offered fresh or
preserved by dehydrating.  The grants
also provided the purchase of a
dehydrator and vacuum sealer for the
dehydrated foods.   Recipes were
provided and shared on how to utilize
those ingredients. 

The Grants allowed for Food Pantry
growth in storage by adding an
upright freezer and refrigerator for
maintaining our food.    

Roughly 32,300 pounds of food
provided / 27,000 meals for 1,240
households and 4,100 individuals just
on our VGCC campuses. 

It has been an honor to help serve our
VGCC students and staff and we look
forward to an even better 2024-2025
fiscal year!

WE SERVED:
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Throughout the 2023-2024 fiscal year, significant strides were made in securing and
managing grants that support workforce development and economic growth. Key efforts
included work on several major grants:

NC BioBetter Grant: This initiative focused on strengthening North Carolina's life sciences
manufacturing sector by expanding, connecting, and promoting training and career
opportunities, especially for underserved and historically excluded communities.
VGCC Plant, Thrive and Grow Grant: Aimed at enhancing agricultural training through
professional development, this grant led to the establishment of an ED-AG working group and
the development of immersive summer agricultural camps, helping to grow knowledge and
skills in agriculture.

Duke Energy Apprenticeship Program Grant: This grant supported apprenticeship programs in
mechatronics and industrial maintenance, providing valuable job training to prepare
individuals for these high-demand fields.  Duke Energy Powering Local Economies Grant: A
major achievement for the year, this $50,000 grant provided 20 small business grants for 5
VGCC candidates in Vance, Warren, Franklin, and Granville counties. Additionally, the VGCC
Small Business Center offered $9,600 in technical assistance for business plan
development, supporting local entrepreneurs and fostering economic growth.

In addition to the grants awarded, VGCC applied for three significant grants, including the
Swipe Out Hunger Grant and two High-Cost Healthcare Workforce Program Grants, further
expanding the scope of opportunities available to the community.
 
Highlight of the Year: 
A standout achievement this year was the recognition of Sontisha Jordan, a Warren County
resident, at the Accelerate NC Career Celebration on May 7th, 2024. After completing the
BioWork program at Vance-Granville Community College, Sontisha secured a position as a
Bulk Formulation Technician at BioMérieux. Her work involves operating high-speed
equipment for production and packaging and ensuring the compliance of liquid reagent
formulation. Her success serves as a prime example of how the NC BioBetter grant has
helped train individuals and prepare them for careers in the life sciences industry. Pathway
Navigator Morris Dillard was present at the event to show his support for Sontisha,
underscoring the vital role of mentoring and community support in career success."
 

GRANT ENDEAVORS
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Dr. Rachel M. Desmarais, Chair
Annette P. Myers, Vice-Chair

Steven Graham, Treasurer
Henry Banks

Sarah Baskerville
Michele Burgess

James W. Crawford, Jr.
Melissa Elliott

Greg Etheridge
Clay Frazier
Sandy Gable

BOARD OFDIRECTORS
Leo Kelly, Jr.
Harry Mills

Sabine Stovall
Marshall Tanner
Joshua D. Towne

Elizabeth Townsend
Todd Wemyss

Xavier L. Wortham
Tanya Weary, Executive Director
Sheri Jones, Associate Director

At the June 2024 Board
Meeting, Donald C.
Seifert, Sr. was
recognized for his
many years of Visionary
Guidance, Exceptional
Leadership and
Unconditional
Commitment Serving as
a Member and
Supporter of The
Vance-Granville
Community College
Foundation Board of
Directors.  

SEIFERT 
RECOGNIZED



Please consider supporting VGCCF if
you’re able!

Scan to make your secure donation
online today.

200 Community College
Road Henderson, NC  27537

foundation@vgcc.edu

CHANGING LIVES
O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T I M E .

CONTACT
+252-738-3264

www.vgcc.edu

GIVING


